
 

 
 
 
 

 

PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

IMPLEMENTATION IN LERE LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF KADUNA STATE 

Shuaibu Saidu 

Abstract 
Education, which is a preparation of life, must be programmed and 
implemented well for effective learning and achievement of the clearly 
stated objective. Secondary school education is a preparation for 
university education and is part of the Nigerian education system. This 
paper therefore examines the problems and prospects of secondary 
school implementation. 
The writer makes use of checklist to identify problems and prospects of 
curriculum implementation. The paper also comes out with 
recommendations for the solution of the identified problems for the 
betterment of the students, parents and the education system in Lere 
Local Government Area ofKaduna State. 

Introduction 

Secondary school education is the form of education that children receive after primary school 

education and before the tertiary stage of education. The matter of education in Lere Local Government 

and in the whole world has a deep going inference on finance and the ordering of national priorities in the 

face of other social services. Curriculum implementation, the subject of discussion, is the actual 

translation of education objectives into action. The process of implementation is never free of problems. 

Curriculum implementation participants face many problems. This is because it is a noble task in the 

education system. 

An important responsibility of the secondary official leader (principal) in any school is that of 

ensuring proper curriculum implementation. It should be understood of course that curriculum 

implementation is a continuous process rather than a single act of setting up a finished structure. Since 

curriculum planning involves changes curriculum implementation has to follow the changes of the 

curriculum. Whatever innovation or changes of the curriculum need to be adequately implemented for the 

betterment of the whole education system. Curriculum implementation is cooperative in nature where 

principal, parents, teaching staff, non-teaching staff and students must take active part. 

Bearing in mind that education is a live wire of any human society, curriculum implementation 

should be comprehensive in nature. This involves transmission of knowledge, beliefs, values and norms 

from one person to another in the classroom situation. This paper is an attempt to identify the common 

problems of curriculum implementation. 

Robinson (1980) observed that the foundation for comprehensive, responsive and enlarged 

curriculum content had been laid at the secondary school sector of the 6-3-3-4 system. It is the products of 

this sector (secondary school sector) that are fed into tertiary institutions. Effective curriculum 

implementation help in achieving the five National objectives clearly stated in National Policy on 

Education: 

a) A free and democratic society; 

b) A just and egalitarian society; 

c) A united, strong and self reliant nation; 

d) A great and dynamic economy; and 

e) A land of bright and full opportunities for all citizens. 

Statement of the Problem 

Junior and senior secondary schools in Lere Local Government Area have certain expectations. 

Below, according to the National Policy on Education (1981) are the broad aims of secondary education 

within the overall national objectives: 

1) Preparing for useful living within the society. 

2) Preparation for Higher Education. In specific terms the secondary education has the following 

objectives: 

a) Providing an increasing number of pupils with opportunity for education of higher 

quality, irrespective of sex, social, religious and ethnic background; 
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b) Diversify its curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, opportunities and roles 

possessed by or open to students after their secondary course; 

c) Equip students to be efficient in our modern age of science and technology; 

d) Develop and project Nigerian culture, art and language as well as the world’s cultural 

heritage; 

e) Raise a generation of people which can think for themselves, respect the views and 

feelings of others, respect the dignity of labour and appreciate those values specified 

under our broad national aims and live as good citizens; 

f) Foster Nigerian unity with an emphasis on the common ties that unite us in our 

diversity, and 

g) Inspire its students with a desire for achievement and self-improvement both at school 

and in later life. 

There are many barriers to curriculum implementation in secondary schools in the Lere Local 

Government Area of Kaduna State. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the study is to identify the curriculum implementation problems in order to 

come out with good suggestions to their solution for the betterment of the education system in Lere 

L.G.A. of Kaduna State. 

Sample 
The sample of the teachers were taken from the secondary schools in Lere Local Government 

Area. The total number of fifty teachers randomly selected faithfully returned the checklists duly filled. 

This assisted the writer to come out with the problems of the curriculum implementation in the area of 

study. 

Limitation 

The study was conducted in Lere Local Government Area. Teachers were randomly selected 

from the selected secondary schools in Lere L.G.A. The researcher limited the study to the teachers and 

principals. 

 

The implementation of any curriculum requires the readiness or willingness of the teachers who 

are the key factor in curriculum implementation. In implementing secondary school curriculum, 

retraining of teachers after they are recruited is very important for the success of the actual translation of 

the stated educational objectives into action. The recruited teachers should be sent for further studies, if 

fund for such a noble gesture is available. This is to make teachers’ qualification more relevant to the 

needs of the curriculum. Recruitment of teachers to teach in the secondary school is one of the major 

problems of secondary teacher curriculum implementation. In most cases untrained teachers as a result 

of the corrupt nature of the people in charge of the recruitment exercise. The few trained teachers 

available do not get proper incentives which can motivate them to teach effectively. 

  

Analysis and Discussion 

S.N Problem No. % 

1. Teaching aids 40 80 

2. Recruitment of teachers 39 78 

3. Finance 49 98 
4. Authors/books 50 100 

5. Inadequate infrastructure 50 100 6 

6. School administration 48 96 

7. Examination bodies 49 98 

8. Retraining of teachers 50 100 

9. Negative attitudes of teachers 30 80 

10. Poor background of students 40 80 

 



Ministries of Education and school administrators as positive forces in secondary school curriculum 

implementation, some time constitute some of the problems in curriculum implementation. Ministries 

may not fund a given curriculum as expected and this may lead to lack of dynamic leadership in schools. 

The bureaucratic tendencies of both the ministries and secondary administrators can be a factor that 

disrupts smooth secondary school curriculum implementation. 

Inadequacy of equipment slows down the expected speed of secondary curriculum 

implementation. In some schools no single machine is provided for proper teaching of science and 

technology, which is the need of the century. 

Emphasis placed on certificates given by examination bodies’ influence the acceptability of a 

curriculum. Where these examination bodies fail to adopt a new curriculum and students will now focus 

their attention to pass their examination through whatever means. 

Authors are scarce; the few available cannot satisfy all the relevant areas of books needed. 

Besides, piracy of books is a serious discouragement to authors. The absence of the above mentioned 

instructional materials and other materials not mentioned in this paper is a serious barrier in secondary 

school curriculum. Publishing of educational materials needs fund to progress. The percentages indicated 

in the above Table show the secondary schools curriculum implementation problems in Lere L.G.A. 

publications and instructional materials carried 100%. 

Okorie (1979) points out that at present there is much emphasis concerning the instructional 

materials. Communication through instructional materials helps the total understanding of lessons in the 

classroom situation. Ogunlade (1989) pointed that instructional materials are measures to make subject 

matter more meaningful, concrete and practical. With the availability of instructional materials, the 

teachers can bring new life into the otherwise dull situation of learning. Complex things are made simple 

through the help of instructional materials. Robinson (1980) comments that instructional materials 

accelerate the rate in which students learn and also make teaching and learning interesting and 

comparatively easy. Saidu (1989) supported Robinson when he observed that instructional materials are 

meant to assist or aid the teacher in initiating permanent change in the behaviour of the learner. He went 

further to say that teaching aids makes teaching task easy to both teacher and student. This is because 

teachers, parents, private organizations, administrators (principals) and students are the participants of 

curriculum implementation. However, teachers are key factors in curriculum implementation. 

The respondents reported that some graduates of the secondary schools in Lere Local 

Government Area are in Colleges of Education, some in polytechnics and some in the universities. This 

has to do with prospects of curriculum implementation, which is a focus of the paper. To enable the 

graduates of secondary further their education, implemented (teachers) should teach effectively using the 

available instructional materials. Where the instructional materials are not enough, the teachers should 

improvise teaching aids using local materials available. Fafunwa (1980) observed that professional 

teachers should have a good knowledge of improvisation to enable them teach effectively. ( 

Recommendations 

The Government should encourage secondary school curriculum implementors particularly 

teachers to be dedicated to their duties staff recruitment body should try and recruit only qualified 

teachers to bring about good and effective implementation of the secondary school curriculum. 

Improvision is one of the skills of the professional teachers; teachers therefore should encourage 

to make use of improvisation for the production of enough teaching aids for the teaching learning 

situation. 

The Government and parents should come together to finance the secondary school education 

which is a preparation for university education. Parents are to motivate students to read by giving them 

financial support. 

The Government should improve teachers’ conditions of service for effective teaching and 

learning. 

Examination bodies should work hand in hand with the secondary schools administrators. 

Teachers and administrators should develop positive attitudes towards secondary school 

education advancement. 

  



 

Curriculum implementators should work as a team to carry out all activities within and outside 
the schools well for the betterment of the whole society. 

Conclusion 

This paper starts with the identification of cracks or problems and prospects of curriculum 

implementation in Lere Local Government. It is the actual translation of clear fully selected educational 

objectives into action. The writer at the end comes out with recommendations for improvement of the 

situation on the ground. Education in any society is as important as the life itself of that society. The 

aim of any curriculum is to develop the society carefully designed for. To achieve the objectives of 

secondary school education there is the need for proper curriculum implementation. 
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